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Reviewers: Bronwyn Fredericks and Pamela Croft 
 
Too deadly, about time, along with long overdue and terrific are just some of the words 
we use to describe the work and book by Aileen Moreton-Robinson. Pamela Croft stated 
on reading the book that she “was overwhelmed by her strength of voice”. 
 
Aileen Moreton-Robinson has without doubt given us words to describe the feelings that 
for a long time have been held deep within us about the Australian women’s movement 
and feminism. Words for the mixed up feelings of uneasiness, unsureness, the sort of 
uncomfortable but soft feelings, the no ways, along with the yeses, affirmations and 
agreement on some issues. It has been hard to find some theory or conceptual analysis 
that describes and gives a context to what we have been feeling and thinking. Moreton-
Robinson provides this in her book. 
 
Over the years much has been written about the women’s movement that has often 
excluded the issues of Aboriginal women. Some writings have read as if we were part of 
it all. They have generalised and universalised women’s experiences without 
acknowledging that there are many layers of women’s experiences and that some women 
are at a far greater risk of marginalisation that others. Furthermore, that women also 
marginalise other women. Our experiences and those of other Aboriginal women are 
sometimes absorbed within and not able to permeate through the cream on the top of the 
milky homogenised substance that is termed feminism and women’s experiences. There 
have been experiences not felt by non-Indigenous women and yet written about like we 
were intimate friends, sisters - ‘women’. 
  
Aboriginal women too have multiple and varied experiences although there are some 
commonalities that we experience, those that are bound within the historical, social, 
political and cultural aspects of our lives and Australian society. Moreton-Robinson has 
given the words to describe these processes. Moreover, she has given a rigorous 
explanation to the processes, history and set her analysis within a context that is easily 
understood if you want to understand.  
 
Aileen Moreton-Robinson has asked the questions, that have at times been difficult to ask 
and difficult to gain answers around. At times we have been in discussion circles where 
Aboriginal women have asked the questions about whose values are represented within 
the women’s movement? Why have we been unable to shift some of the values? Why 
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does the status quo remain? Why even within the women’s movement do so often remain 
marginalised, unheard and not asked? It has been predominantly the values of Anglo-
Australian ‘white’ middle-class women that have dominated women’s politics, women’s 
agendas, feminism and generally the women’s movement. 
 
We have both named issues for feminists, have spoken to women’s audiences and been 
asked to be involved in women’s activities by ‘women’ wanting Aboriginal women to be 
involved in women’s activities. Bronwyn Fredericks has written and spoken about 
Eurocentrism, essentialism and at times imperialism and colonialism within feminism. 
Pamela Croft has undertaken works of art around issues of womanhood, spirituality, 
identity and colonialism. We have been speakers at dinners, breakfasts, rallies, forums 
and conferences. We have continued to ask for a rethinking of women by women. We 
know that women need to be looking at themselves when we talk of women. This is 
about us as Aboriginal women when we reflect on ourselves as Aboriginal women. This 
is about white women when they reflect on women, themselves. White women need to 
reflect on what it means to be white women. 
 
We name ourselves as Aboriginal women and white women name us as Aboriginal 
women but often name themselves far too much as women. Aileen Moreton-Robinson in 
her work has named issues, named theories and shown why this can not continue to 
happen. She contends that white women need to understand the meanings associated with 
and at the heart of whiteness and the unearned privileges that are part of whiteness. 
Whiteness presents itself too often as the theoretical, legal, benign, free and natural.  
 
Whiteness is often not and largely remains unquestioned. Moreton-Robinson 
demonstrates in her writing the multiple attributes of whiteness and feminism and the 
impacts on and for Aboriginal women. She provides a theoretical analysis of her findings 
and puts forward suggestions for now and the future.  
 
The women’s movement needs to work on the issue that there is an overlap between 
patriarchy and economic and racial oppression. They do not exist in isolation. The notion 
of women can not follow the notion of man as it does in western philosophy.  
 
If it does follow the broader notion of man, it has the capacity to obscure the 
heterogeneity of women just as it does for man. We will then not just have the genetic 
notion of man; we will have the genetic notion of woman. This brings with it monolithic 
interpretations of issues and experiences and provides limited opportunities for discourse 
for those considered part of/ within the generic notion. It additionally can be understood 
that the universal features of those who occupy the positions of political, social and 
economic dominance. This generic notion of women cuts off many women, including 
Aboriginal women.  
 
Moreton-Robinson demonstrates this through a range of examples where Aboriginal 
women have attempted to challenge the discourse and the resulting consequences 
experienced. She outlines the distinct and variable relations of power and the points of 
resistance. 
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We do not deny that there are some connections in the various forms of social oppression 
which give us all, as women, connection and a sense of sharing some issues. This is why 
at times feminism is a source of comfort for some Aboriginal women and why it can 
assist us make some sense of parts of our stories as Aboriginal women. Both of us have at 
times have found feminism and women’s places/ spaces a source of comfort. We have 
also found feminism and women’s places/ spaces at times to be a source of discomfort. 
We do not embrace feminism per se, as is. Moreton-Robinson discusses these issues with 
a sense of intimacy, fluidity and academic rigour. She explores the issues of hierarchy, 
normalisation and marginalisation within the sometimes seemingly monologue of 
feminism.  
 
What Moreton-Robinson gives us all is some further and meanings to make sense of our 
stories. She has given us all a gift. If we look at it as a gift from the point of view of 
assisting us to keep working on ourselves, looking at who we are, what is our essence, 
how we behave as individuals and towards other people. She places issues before us as 
Aboriginal women. She places issues before non-Indigenous women. Aileen Moreton-
Robinson places in the public domain an articulation of the intersections between race, 
gender, class and history within Australian feminism. She does this in a manner in which 
some people may find her provocative and challenging. Her book is extremely timely, an 
important contribution and too deadly!  
  
